
TULSA HOMES BY MAIL
  Where can you purchase a brand new home by mail?  The answer is you can't in 2014, 
but you could between 1908 and 1940.  Have times changed for the better?  No way!  In 
1908 through 1940, if you wanted to order a brand new house by mail, you would get your 
Sears, Roebuck and Company's catalog and thumb through the various house plans and 
order it by mail.         

  Many people in Tulsa did just that.  Before we made a tour of some of the remaining 
homes built during this period, I thought they would be shotgun houses.  Not so!  They are 
beautiful for the most part, with some over 100 years old and worth today over 
$350,000.00.

  Sears houses included the plans and instructions for 
construction of 22 different styles. (see pictures 
attached of two different styles of Sears houses sold in 
Oklahoma).  After selecting a plan and making 
arrangements for payment, the house kit arrived at the 
nearest depot; carefully and accurately packaged – 
lumber, roofng, doors, windows, fooring, trim boards, 
hardware, nails, and enough paint and varnish to put 
two coats on everything.  Locks, keys, and even 
doorbells completed the kit.  Catalogs boasted savings 
of 40% in labor and easy payments of $15.00 to $75.00 
per month.

  Sears estimated that for a precut house with ftted 
pieces, it would take only 352 carpenter hours as 
opposed to 583 hours for a conventional house – a 40% 
reduction!  Also, Sears offered loans beginning in 1911, 
and by 1918 it offered customers credit for almost all 
building material as well offering advanced capital for 
labor costs.  Typical loans ran for 5 years, with 6% interest, but loans could be extended 
over as many as 15 years.

  Sears also had the customers in mind when it extended its line of houses to three 
different expense levels to appeal to customers of differing means.  While Honor Bilt was 
the highest quality, Standard Bilt and Simplex sectional lines were no less sturdy, yet were 
simpler designs.  Each of the designs could be modifed in numerous ways, including 
reversing foor plans, building with brick or stucco instead of wood siding, and many other 
options. (see pictures attached of existing houses)  All components for a typical home 
usually flled two boxcars and included about 10,000 numbered pieces.  All the houses 



standing today, are living monuments to the fne enduring and solid quality of the mail 
order house.

  In all, there were ten major companies and 
several smaller companies that produced kit 
homes between 1906 and 1983, including Gordon 
Van Tine, Aladdin, Montgomery Ward and Sears 
Reobuck.  Some of the other kit builders of this 
time were Pacifc Homes, Harris Brothers, 
Sterling, Bennett, and Standard.

  Sears sold some 70,000 kit homes nationwide, 
Montgomery Ward, sold some 25,000 “Wardway” 
homes between 1909 and 1932.  The Gordon Van 

Tine Company sold over 50,000 kit homes under that name.  Pacifc Ready Cut offered 
about about 40,000 houses across the nation.  Aladdin  sold nearly 100,000 kit homes 
between 1906 and 1983.  Early sale records provide proof that more Aladdin homes were 
built in Oklahoma than any other kit homes company – over 60 Aladdin homes have been 
discovered in our state to date.

  Sears homes had 
dark blue, black or 
grey ink stamps, 
usually at the end of 
boards.  Gordon Van 
Tine homes had 
lumber marked that 
were hand-written in 
grease pencil near the 
center of the board. 
Some had delivery 
address stamped in 
ink.  Aladdin homes 
had hand-written or 
stenciled labels near 
the center of the 
lumber.  These 
markings have helped 
historians identify the 
homes's original maker.

  The American landscape is dotted by Sears Modern Homes.  Few of the original buyers 
and builders remain to tell the excitement they felt when traveling to greet their new 
house at the train station.  The remaining homes however, stand as testaments today to 

that bygone era and to the 
pride of homes built by Sears 
customers and fostered by the 
Modern Homes program.  
Other photos can be found at 
http://www.searshomes.org

Bill and Tess Northcutt

http://www.searshomes.org/


NEW YORK CITY LOOKS TO OKLAHOMA!!
  Oklahoma is proud to be recognized as a national leader in early childhood education! 
Brad Lander, a member of the New York City Council from Brooklyn stated, “We're inspired 
by what's happened in Tulsa and Oklahoma more broadly.  The idea of signifcantly ramping 
up universal Pre-K is a way to give all our kids a chance and level the playing feld.  We 
intend to draw upon the lessons of Oklahoma and Tulsa will defnitely be taken very 
seriously as we move forward.  (Oklahoma – and Tulsa - “star” again now in the feld of 
Education!)

  Steven Dow, executive director of our Tulsa Early Childhood Education Center was 
recently invited to give his testimony to the New York City Council.  Nationwide, 28 
percent of American 4-year-olds were enrolled in state-funded preschool in the 2011-12 
school year.  In Oklahoma 74 percent were enrolled in high-quality pre-K programs. 
Steven cited four factors that are key to Oklahoma's success in early childhood education.

(1) Finding permanent funding
(2) Having a skilled, talented teacher in every classroom
(3) Requiring small class sizes to allow for one-on-one instruction 
(4) Enabling school districts to implement partnerships with community 

-based organizations and others.
  We are pleased and proud to fnd that Oklahoma is way ahead of the game with our 
“State's Pre-K model”!

Joanne Stadler

ANOTHER UNFORTUNATE MOVE IN THE NAME OF PROGRESS
  In an earlier edition of our newsletter we told you about the plans to build a super park 
to be called A Gathering Place along River Side Drive.  The Blair Mansion, a Tulsa Icon, and 
one of Tulsa's most notable homes was located in this area.  It could have been 
incorporated in the design of the park as an offce, or activity center, etc., but what did 
they do, they demolished it on February frst.
  What follows is a response to an article in the Tulsa World about the demolition.  It is by 
Loren Cosby (we do not know this person, but it sums up our thoughts to a “T”.)
  “Tulsa People has listed it as one of Tulsa's 25 most notable homes and we're getting rid 
of it.  It was designed by legendary architects John Duncan Forsyth and John Brooks 
Walton.  Tulsa people said it was designed to replicate confederate leader Jefferson Davis' 
Biloxi home.  Construction began in 1958.  I wonder if the confederacy connection is a 
reason the Blair Mansion was not considered to be part of the park project.  No indication 
of that, but it was not a factor in that park's design from the get-go for reasons that 



nobody ever explained.  It's a landmark like the Golden Driller, The Prayer Tower and many 
others.  The parks design can be reworked.  As I've said, it's and empty feld – like a clean 
sheet of paper – a blank canvas.  They say celebrities die in threes: Conrad Farms, Steve's 
Sundry and now the Blair Mansion.  I hope the Skelly Mansion isn't next.”

Warren Cox

RESPONSES

  Dan Strong said, “Thanks to you and the crew for all the really good newsletters.  They 
keep us up to date on what is happening in Tulsa, and with our classmates.”  (Thanks Dan 
for your kind words and thank you for your donation.)

  “Enjoyed the Newsletter very much – meant to send a check after the last newsletter – 
then I moved!! Lord Bless Pat!! A tip to all classmates - “as you approach 80 years – just 
die where you are”  It's easier and cheaper.  Y'all are doing a great job – Thanks.” 
From Sue (Orvis) Arrington. (Thank you Sue for a great “tip” and your donation!)

  Sharlene (Oxley) Beil wrote, “As usual, I certainly enjoyed our last newsletter.  Thanks 
to all who put it together.  I'm sending a contribution to help on the cost.  Also I have the 
'52 Signature Quilt.  Ann Sherrod passed it on to me.  I would like to pass it on and need 
to know who would like to sign it and if there is a possibility that Rogers would like to 
display it.  I would be happy to deliver it to anyone sometime when I'm passing through 
Tulsa.  Please respond.  Good wishes to all.” (Thank you Sharlene for the donation!  Is any 
classmate interested in enjoying the Quilt now?  We will try to contact the “Will Rogers 
High School Community Foundation, Inc.” as this group is interested in promoting Will  
Rogers and the New College Program that is offered there now.  They are looking for help 
and possible donations – the quilt might be part of history they could use.)

  “I hope this donation will help.  I do appreciate all the hard work that goes into putting 
out the newsletter.  Like many others in our class, I was saddened to hear of Charles 
Rowan's death.  It will come to all of us sometime.  Charlie and I roomed together our 
Junior year at OSU.  He was the most diffcult person to wake up for class.  He missed his 
fnals on the last day of class because he studied all night and would not wake up for the 
next morning.  Wishing you and the group  prosperous New Year.”  Sent by Don Ragan. 
(Thanks Don for the donation!  Loved the story you shared about Charlie!)

  Fred Upton shared an address change and this, “Here is some money for the newsletter. 
We really enjoy reading it, Thank you.)  ( Thanks for the donation Fred, and the note!)

  From “Sunnyhill Farms” we heard, “Enjoyed the October Newsletter.  I think the Mystery 
picture is the old Sophian Plaza located on 15th Street.  I guess Patty and I are crazy at 
80 years old but we are building a new and smaller house on a three acre lot we have 
closer to town by the lake.  Our son and his wife are buying our old home place to raise 
their grandkids with plenty of room to roam.  It had just become more than we can take 
care of.  We are both in the same industry and he travels as much as I used to but he is 
much wiser as he has invested in oil wells and I invested in Throughbred race horses. 
Enclosed is a small donation to help defray some of your expenses.  Keep up the good 
work for as long as you are able.”  Yep, it was from Frank Schad! (Thanks for the donation 
Frank and the nice newsy letter!!  The mystery picture wasn't the Sophian Plaza, sorry.  It 
was guessed correctly by Ron Pesha, the Morningside hospital-later became Hillcrest)

  Betty (Bishop) Moncrief shared this with us. “A change of address for Betty, now 8607 
Fair Oaks Parkway, Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 78015.  Betty and her partner, Jim Caroselli sold 
their home and moved recently.  We usually spend all summer in our motor home up in 
Lake City, Colorado, but the move brought us back to HOT Texas.  The new location will be 
about 15 miles west of San Antonio off of Interstate 10, close to Boerne, TX.  Come see us 
if you are passing through.  All best wishes.”  (Thanks Betty for the news and the new 
address!)



  Dick Moyer wrote, “As always I enjoy the newsletter you and the staff have handled so 
well for these many years.  Patsy and I are still holding up well.  We still have the 3 ½ 
year old twin grand children living with us.  Patsy is still running our Beehive Assisted 
Living Home, with a few residents younger than we are!  I now have a building in Silver 
City, but have not opened a Pawn Shop as yet, maybe in the next 30 days.  It's always a 
good day when the Roundup Newsletter arrives.  All the best.”  (Thank you for the 
donation Dick!  It sounds as if your life continues to be “busy”!)

  “Thank you for another fne issue.  The hospital in the mystery photo was then known as 
Morningside, where I was born on May 7, 1934.  I copied the Circle Theatre text and 
images for my autobiography or “ethical will” being assembled for my son, but probably 
more for me.  A Kendal Elementary School class once took a class there for a movie.  No 
recollection what, but afterward distressed teachers seeking missing youngsters lodged in 
my memory.  Who remembers attending high school related movies at the Delman?  “Great 
Expectations” and “the Treasure of Sierra Madre”?  Ron Pesha  (Thanks Ron for the great 
memories!  Yes the mystery picture was the Morningside Hospital, now known as Hillcrest. 
You got it!! Congratulations!!)

  Don Pope (husband of Suzy (Loveless) Pope e-mailed us sharing that Suzy is now in a 
Methodist Assisted Living Center in Oklahoma City.  She would love to hear from her 
classmates.  Her e-mail address is: suzypope@cox.net .  We would encourage anyone that 
would like to share memories of school, etc. with Suzy, e-mail a note to her.

ED AND JOANNE STADLER

THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US
Tom Harris November 3, 2013
Gary Davis Millikan February 22, 2014
Phyllis Swedberg Bagby March 1, 2014

IN MEMORIAM
  Gary Millikan (along with his wife, Barbara) came on board with our newsletter staff a 
couple of years ago.  We have enjoyed getting to know them and Gary's contribution to 
our “Roundup” Newsletter.  In spite of health issues they were always present and great 
contributors.  Gary will be sorely missed.  Gary was born in Beaver County Oklahoma, and 
was a U. S. Navy Veteran.  He retired from Wm. H. Rorer/Rhone-Poulene Pharmaceutical 
Co. where he earned several awards and was selected to hold offces in the Tulsa Medical 
Service Assn.

  Our Phyllis also served on our “Roundup” Newsletter staff (along with husband, Wayne, 
our class member).  They came on the staff when we began in 2002 after our 50th 

Reunion.  They served us all faithfully for many years and she will also be sorely missed 
by our newspaper group.  Phyllis was born in Tulsa, Attended Will Rogers, but graduated 
from Tulsa Central in “52.  A beautiful lady, inside and out, she was named Miss Downtown 
Tulsa in 1953.  She married Wayne in June of 1953.  After moving many times, they settled 
down back in Tulsa where Phyllis worked at the Tulsa Downtown Post Offce, retiring after 
25 years.

Joanne Stadler

DONATIONS

  Thank YOU classmates!  Your generosity keeps us going!  This newsletter continues to 
fourish due to your interest and continued contributions.  It is self-sustaining SO , We 
want to thank the following contributors for this latest edition:  Sue (Orvis) Arrington, 
Sharlene (Oxley) Beil, Edwin Camp, Lonnie Davis, Dick Moyer, Don Ragan, Frank Schad, 
Dan Strong, and Fred Upton.

mailto:suzypope@cox.net


ADDRESS CHANGES
Sue (Orvis) Arrington Leo Christerson
13181 67th Avenue Breezewood Village
Bixby, OK 74008 1600 East Grayville

LaMirada, CA 90638

Carol Shipley Fred Upton
800 Canadian Trails Dr. 16804 E. 576 Rd.
Apt. 250 Inola, OK 74036-5459
Norman, OK 73072

Betty (Bishop) Moncrief Leroy Sandidge
8607 Fair Oaks Parkway 4615 River Close Blvd.
Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 78015 Valrico, FL 33596

LOST CLASSMATES

  Returned Newsletter – no forwarding address
Buddy Jones 11204 Summit Street  Villa 1602

Shawnee Mission, KS 66215
  If you have a new address – please let us know.  Thanks!

  The list below is what we might call our long term lost people.  We have no 
address for any of them.  If you have any information about any of these 
classmates, please let us know.  You can also view this list on our website.  You will 
fnd it at www.rogersclassof52.org  There is an email link on the page.

Mary Ellen Baker Mary Blake Cleta Brasel
Leonard Karl Buchanan Phil Leroy Buker Carlene Busby
Ermal Joan Carson Jack Carter Leo Christerson
Alyce Sue Conley Cynthia Coyl Jerry Cunningham
Shirley Dickens Joyce Dalton Bonnie Daniel
Richard Davis Francis Edwina Day Margaret Emmert
William Gene Ferguson Shirley Ann Fryar Inez Griffn
Jerry Griggs James William Hales Wilma Jean Hall
Joan Hancock JoAnn Harris Nancy Jane Harp
Jerry Joann Hill Curtis Hippenstell Michel Howe
Patricea J. Humphery Betty Louise Johnson Jimmie D. Kammerling
Don Kane Elizabeth Kiper Homer Dale Lawson
Peggy McCormick Marilyn Helen Malet Catherine M. Millan
Gary Moore Laura Moore Ima Lee Neal
Jim Ogden Mary Frances Ohmart Nancy Orelup
Beverly Owens E. Victor Padgett Jr. Jim Perry
Jerry Peterson Mary Phelps Evelyenne Faye Potts
Ralph L. Powell Dorothy F. Reynolds Bill Rowe
Joan Shaw Joann E. Shrodeck Beverly Ann Smith
Dorothy Snider Sylvia Dell Straight Peggy Sue Stubbelfeld
Gerald Ward Thomas Paula Sue Van Ardsdale Peter Cary Vandaveer
Raymond Van Noy Gary Joe Wagoner Bret Faye Walker
Jimmy Walton Janette Willey Ann  Wrigh

http://www.rogersclassof52.org/


MYSTERY PICTURE

The mystery picture in the last issue was of the Morningside Hospital.  It later became 
the beginning of the Hillcrest Medical Center.

IN CLOSING
  Well, 2014 is well under way and since we have been lucky enough to have made it this 
far we have now been around for eight decades.  Like I sometimes say to a fast food 
cashier when they ask me if I get senior discount, “ I sure do, it took a long time to get 
this old.”  Maybe we can't do some of the things we used to do, but we can be thankful 
for the things we can still do.  Many of our friends are not this fortunate.
  As I write this, I am looking at a copy of the frst newsletter.  It is postmarked August 
16, 2002, and was written shortly after our 50th reunion.  We have had two more reunions 
since then. My how time fies! The format has changed slightly, but the mission is still the 
same, to keep our classmates informed about each other and the goings-on in Tulsa.  We 
have said it before, but will say it again – send us your stories and keep us up to date on 
your addresses and we hope to keep this publication coming your way.,

The Newsletter Gang

And Will Rogers says:

“ As we become more enlightened
  we will extinguish our offce
  seekers every two years”

  November 9, 1927


